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tion from time to eternity; we may in imagination
continue our history for ever.

But if we attempt to carry time, regarded not as
an abstraction but as the seat of history, indefinitely
backwards, we seem to be overwhelmed. There
seems to be something that we cannot well fathom
in an actually written past eternal history. Of course
I use the word " written" in a metaphorical sense.
Scientifically considered, and on the large scale, the
order of nature seems to be one of progress, not
periodicity. We may in our speculations think of
suns as formed by condensation of matter diffused
over space. But how came the matter there ? If it
began to condense at the time we first fixed on in
our imagination, we ask ourselves, Why did it not
condense before? If we say this diffused matter
was created, we cannot help asking ourselves, What
took place before its creation ?

This difference in the facility, might I say possi-
bility ? of conceiving a past and a future eternity,
when time is thought of as the seat of history, seems to
correspond to a difference in the condition of man
regarded as a being existing in time. Man had a
beginning in time (I speak here of the individual
man, not the race), and accordingly there may be
problems regarding an infinite past that baffle his
ideas. But the fact that he is able to look forward
to an infinite future falls in with the supposition